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THE PIPER
15003 - 14TH  AVE  SW  

SEATTLE   98166   (206) 242-6023 

NOVEMBER  1, 2008

Lake · Burien · Presbyterian · Church \ [aka LBPC]
1 : where all the generations worship together   2 : intentionally growing people deeper into the ! ve 
G’s – Glorifying God, Gathering, Growing, Giving, and Going   3 a : We value diversity, inclusiveness 
and multigenerational worship.  b :  We value, wisdom, civility, mercy, integrity, laughter, and striving 
for excellence.  c : We are focused outward toward discipleship development, creation care and social 
justice.  d :  We practice active listening.  And to that end we value the awe, wonder and mystery of 
God   4 : Where ALL are welcome in the name of Jesus Christ   5 : The urban-village Church

Firmly Rooted… 
Every congregation has a culture, a DNA, a life-blood that shapes and de• nes its basic makeup. It is what sustains it and 

carries it through the ebb and • ow of the organizational life-cycle. What is beautiful to me is that the longer I am here, the 
more evident this stream becomes. The stream that • ows here is one of worship, commitment to the Lord and one another, a 
strong sense of community, thoughtfulness and a deep desire to be evangelistic. In fact, the church began as a Sunday school 
church plant by the PCUSA nearly 60 years ago. It is this heritage of grace and missional plant that grounds us in Christ and 
propels us to a very exciting future.

Forward Led... 
Building on this missio Dei DNA is our journey ahead. A journey that will promise us a fantastic and thrilling ride fraught 

with potential peril and the hope of great possibilities. We seek to reestablish ourselves as an evangelistic presence in the 
lives of families in Burien. We have begun this great work. Our goals and • nancial priorities for the next year are to go 
deeper with our After-School program, hire a youth worker and renew our commitment to student ministry and take a good 
look at the needs of our campus. 

This requires • nancial stretching and commitment on everyone’s part. I know the economy is tightening its • nancial 
belt but we have an opportunity to be faithful and hopeful. I would ask that you prayerfully consider how you will respond 
faithfully with your resources to help in these great initiatives. To the extent that you have received a blessing from the 
ministries that have unfolded over the tenure of my time here, please respond with gratitude to the grace work of God in 
your life. I believe the greatest hope for the world is the reality of the church being the church right where God has placed 
her. This is our mandate. We can do no else. Please join me! 

Inside the Piper you will • nd a brochure that details how to do this. Please prayerfully consider your gift amount for the 
next year. If you already tithe, I am grateful and ask that you consider if that can be increased. If you are working toward a 
tithe, a Biblical mandate that cares for the spiritual and physical needs of those around us, please continue to move further 
in that direction. 

Interestingly enough issues of poverty eradication, widows, orphans, and the immigrant among us were given to the church 
to care for and to seek a just and satisfying response. Over the centuries the church of Jesus Christ has slowly relinquished 
this task to the political arena. I am asking that we recapture our transformational role in aligning with the primal heartbeat 
of God to care for those who are needy among us. In this sense we remain God’s peculiar people who represent the very 
hands and feet of God to our neighbors in Burien, Seattle, and around the world. 

The pledge card is to be returned at worship on Nov. 16, 2008. If you are unable to attend you may • ll out the card and 
return it anytime either by mail or by placing it in the offering plate at anytime between now and then. We will use these 
con• dential cards to create a budget that re• ects God’s priorities among us for the coming year. Thank you for your friendship 
and partnership in ministry. To God be the glory!
—Pastor Tobin Wilson Imagining and Investing in an Ancient-Future Church
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 Sunday Mornings ± In the Lounge

  All Classes Are Open to Newcomers Anytime!

Ahhhh... Autumn!

November CAFÉ classes are full of “saints” – men and women who “relish 
the event of life as a gift” and are honoring that gift by sharing stories—stories 
of their truths and triumphs, of their goals and God moments. We know their 
stories are our stories intertwined and in relationship. We need each other for 
support and love, for joy and laughter, for ful! llment and sainthood. 

So, imagine the Northwest Room full to capacity for CAFÉ class. Imagine 
the majority of us decorating the sanctuary for advent and lunching together 
afterwards. Imagine all of us purchasing something at the Alternative Christmas 
Fair supporting and lifting up people in the margins. Just imagine relishing 
the event of life and realizing that the only way to honor that gift is to give it 
away….

Beyond the Benediction
Nov. 2: Mission Partner – Church of Mary Magdalene – The Rev. Joan 

Henjum and choir members

Nov. 9: What I Now Know – Travel Tales – Cheryl and Kent Stock and others 
share brief travel logs and insight gained. Remember, “All journeys 
have a secret in which the traveler is unaware.” —Martin Buber

Nov. 16: GI on GA" – Gary Ireland, elder Woodland Park Presbyterian Church 
and delegate to the 218th General Assembly – goes inside, gives 
insight, and gets informative on GA.

Nov. 23: no formal class – “A call to arms” (legs, bodies, hands, feet) – no 
experience necessary – decorate for advent, join in fellowship and 
lunch.

Nov. 30: no formal class – guilt-free shopping at the Alternative Christmas 
Fair

Dec. 7: no formal class – shopping continues
—Melinda Mackey-O’Brien

In truth, all human beings are called to be saints,
 but that just means called to be fully human, to be

 perfect—that is, whole, mature, ful! lled. The saints
 are simply those men and women, who relish the event

 of life as a gift and who realize that the only way to honor
 such a gift is to give it away.

                                                  —William Stringfellow
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Norma Newby
New Telephone:  (206) 878-6248

Please note the following address 
changes in your Church Directory:

Changes
of 

Address

New Directory
We will be printing a new directory, 

hopefully in time for the Annual Meeting. 
This means that we must start now. If 
your address, your phone number or 
your email address has changed, please 
let Jeanie know as quickly as possible. 
If you would like a new picture taken, 
that can be arranged as well. Please talk 
to Jeanie before the 15th of November 
so we can make this happen!
—Jeanie-in-the-Of• ce

Thank You
Thanks to each and every one of 

you for your uplifting cards, phone 
calls, and prayers during and following 
my submandibular gland surgery. The 
good news: the removed “mass” was 
benign!
—Margaret Squires

From the Music Department
The Music Department is busy putting the " nishing touches on a delightful 

Advent season. Mark your calendars now and plan to be at each service. Music 
for Sunday services in Advent include the following: Nov. 30 Taizé service; Dec. 
7 Total Experience Gospel Choir; Dec. 14 Leggiero String Quartet and Messiah 
selections; Dec. 21 family-oriented service.

 The choir would be thrilled to welcome extra singers during Advent. This is a 
great time for people who like to sing, but don’t have time to commit year-round. 
And where else would you get to sing with a roof-raising gospel chorus one week 
and sing the Hallelujah chorus with strings the next?! Rehearsals for Advent music 
will begin at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 12, in the Sanctuary.

In November, we welcome a guest choir from the church of Mary Magdalene 
(Nov. 2) and organist/pianist Steve Kuntz will be " lling in for Jan on the second 
and third Sundays.

Happy Fall! 
—Greg Sojka

Deacons’ Mission
Don’t forget to be kind to strangers. For some who have done this have 

entertained angels without realizing it. Hebrews 13:2

The deacons would like the people of LBPC to join us in feeding the needy at 
Thanksgiving. (We will do it again at Christmas.) If each person would bring one 
item or give a dollar, think what we could do. You have been so generous in the past 
and we ask that you reach out once again. Collection will begin Nov. 9 and continue 
on the 16th and the 23rd. Delivery will be Nov. 24, with fresh food added.

Items needed: canned fruit, vegetables (corn, beans, tomatoes) , refried beans, 
pasta, rice, dried and canned milk, tortillas, Jell-O, cake mix, chocolate chips, # our, 
sugar, and anything else that sounds good.

Thank you all.
—Gerry Flaten, Deacon Moderator

Presbyterian Women’s News
Twenty years ago, the organization of Presbyterian Women began. At Purdue 

University in July, 1988, a merger took place of the United Presbyterian Women 
(UPCUSA) and the Women of the Church (PCUS), following the reunion of the 
church. Now the Presbyterian Women gather together every three years for a 
Churchwide Gathering of women from the United States along with many global 
partners from many countries. 

The next Churchwide Gathering will take place in 2009. Over 3000 women will 
gather in Louisville, Kentucky from July 11-15. The theme is “God Will Do Wonders 
Among You.” During a Churchwide Gathering, there are opportunities to nurture 
your faith in community with women from around the world; learn about mission 
opportunities and justice and peace issues; develop leadership skills; participate in 
workshops; hear from Bible study leaders and plenary speakers; meet new friends, 
including Global Partners from around the world, and much more!

There is more information on the Presbyterian Women website at www.pcusa.
org/pw. Helen Anderson and Gail Lane have information on the registration 
booklet. 
—Gail Lane

Exercise Group 
Welcomes You

On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 8:45 a.m., we meet in the Fellowship 
Hall. Join us for healthy workouts under 
Penny Walton’s leadership, and friendly 
conversations that can brighten even the 
darkest of fall and winter days.

Come join us for happy, healthy 
exercises.

Registration Deadline
Jan. 30, 2009, is the deadline for 
registration for the trip, “Walk in the 
Footsteps of St. Paul” with three-day 
Greek Isle cruise. There is a link on our 
website to Ultimate Journeys, where you 
can make your reservation.
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Health Care Team
The news this year has been • lled with sober reminders 

of the dark side of Mother Nature—flooding in the 
Midwest, a particularly proli• c year for tornadoes, and an 
earthquake on the West Coast have topped headlines. Not 
to mention that we’re approaching the heart of hurricane 
season. (Reader note: article was prepared in August 2008). 
No matter where you live in the United States, none of us 
is immune to natural disaster. It is best to be prepared so 
that you know what to do and have the supplies you need 
on hand. Regardless of the type of event, three basic steps 
will help you cope.

Step 1: Collect supplies
The devastating series of hurricanes that hit Florida 

in 2004 provided graphic evidence of just how disruptive 
natural disasters can be. Many people found themselves 
without power for weeks, as they struggled to live without 
working refrigerators, stoves, and phones. To be prepared, 
collect the following items and store them so that you can 
• nd them easily in an emergency—but not so easily that 
you end up raiding and depleting the supplies without 
realizing it. Some people store these items in a section of 
the basement or a closet that is used infrequently. Decide 
what will work best for you.

Step 2: Create a portable supply kit
In case you have to evacuate your home, it is good to 

put the supplies you think you would need the most in a 
portable container. Some people try to • t all of the supplies 
listed above in a large rolling trashcan with a lid or a 
large rolling cooler. Another option is to store the items in 
several small coolers or boxes. Think about what supplies 
you need, what you can reasonably carry or store in your 
car, and how many people will be available to help you 
transport the supplies.

Step 3: Develop and practice an 
emergency plan

All the planning in the world won’t do much good if 
you don’t practice ahead of time. Not only does this enable 
you to go through your plan while calm, so you can think 
clearly, but it also enables you to • ne-tune the plan before 
you have to put it into action.

• Identify emergency evacuation routes and shelters in 
your community and near your workplace.

• Decide where family members should meet if you are 
separated in an emergency.

• Identify a backup location to meet at, in case the • rst location 
is impossible to reach.

• Identify a point-person in the family who will serve as the 
central contact to call in case of confusion.

• Choose an out-of-state friend or relative to serve as a backup 
contact, in the event that local lines are tied up or out of 
service.

• Provide every member of the family with a cell phone or 
prepaid phone card to make sure they can make a call in an 
emergency.

• Consider family member with special needs while making 
plans. (For example, who will help someone in a wheelchair?) 
Don’t forget your pets, either. (For example, where can you 
leave pets if you have to evacuate to a hotel that does not allow 
them?)

• Practice the plan at least once a year.

When disaster strikes
• Listen for of• cial news and instructions on what to do next.

• Communicate with family members according to your 
plan.

• If the disaster takes place near your home, follow instructions 
on whether to evacuate.

• Check on neighbors, especially those who are elderly or have 
young children.

• If you have gas appliances such as a stove or water heater, 
smell for gas leaks. Do not light matches, candles, or turn on 
electrical switches if you smell gas. Open windows and doors 
and leave the house immediately.

See the Disaster Supply List on page 5.
— Source: Harvard Health 
Publications, Harvard Medical 
School, August 14, 2008

Be Prepared for Mother Nature’s Dark Side
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News from Hospitality House
New executive director Natalie D. Reber was welcomed to Hospitality House by 

the board of directors at their regular monthly meeting Oct. 9. Natalie has extensive 
experience working with not-for-pro• t organizations and political organizations 
including the King County Council Women’s Commission. She succeeds interim 
executive director Jeannie Darneille. As the new executive director, Natalie will 
be responsible for implementing the long-range plan recently adopted by the 
Hospitality House board as well as grant writing, fund raising, and supervision 
of Hospitality House staff. She will be introduced to volunteers at the Hospitality 
House Volunteer Appreciation luncheon Nov. 1 at St. Francis of Assisi Parish.

Thank Offering on November 16
On Nov. 16, Presbyterian Women will collect donations for the annual Fall Thank 

Offering. Look for the jar and display in the Narthex. Since this offering began in 
1888, Presbyterian Women have raised millions of dollars to fund both domestic 
and international grants around the world. At least 40 percent of the receipts are 
allocated for health ministries. The Thank Offering supports programs that relieve 
pain, provide clean water, alleviate homelessness, provide educational opportunities 
and lift up the lives of women and children throughout the world. 

The Thank Offering collected in 2007 funded 28 grants. One $20,000 grant was 
given to the Mission Emanuel Women’s Cooperative in Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic. The grant paid for hiring a coordinator who expanded funding sources 
for the cooperative and enlarged retail markets for selling the crafts created by 
women. 

Below are some excerpts from the thank-you from the executive director, Jack 
Larson:

“Dear Creative Ministries Offering Committee and Presbyterian Women. 

“Thank you for helping fund our project! The Mission Emanuel staff and women 
of the cooperative are so excited to have your support….The women of Cielo and 
Nazaret are already greatly bene• ting from the work of the cooperative. This project 
has only begun to scratch the surface of what God can do to change the lives of 
women, men and children in the Dominican Republic.” 

Northminster Presbyterian Church in Peoria, Illinois received $10,000 for its 
Angel’s Arms Program. It provides opportunities for families of special needs 
children to attend adult programs while their children attend programs designed to 
meet their needs. Mothers will have an opportunity to engage in activities through 
which they can grow spiritually and receive af• rmation from other adults. The grant 
will pay for equipment like special needs chairs, beanbags and communication 
devices along with staff training and curriculum materials. 

For more information, you can visit www.pcusa.org/pw/thank. We appreciate 
your support to this important offering. “Do not neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sacri• ces are pleasing to God.” Hebrews 13:16 
—Gail Lane

Green Glove Garden Group
Tuesday, Oct. 14, was the perfect fall garden day, sunny and crisp! Dolores Allen, 

Edith Bailey, Phil Mathison, Jan Rekate, and Clyde and Nola Sparks came to work 
together and enjoy the beauty of the day. We weeded, raked, clipped and swept. 
This was the last day for this group to work for this year. Thank you to everyone 
who has helped throughout the year. We will be back at work in April of 2009.
—Nola Sparks, Project Coordinator

Disaster Supply List
• Bottled water (1 gallon per 
person per day; three-day supply 
ideal)
• Cash (ATM and credit cards 
may not work or be accepted by 
businesses)
• Cell phone (with nonelectrical 
charger)
• Clothing and underwear
• Contact information (phone 
numbers of friends and family)
• Documents (driver’s license, 
passport, birth certi• cate, etc.) in a 
waterproof container
• Dust mask (one per person)
• Eating utensils (plastic or 
disposable)
• Emergency numbers of local, 
state, and federal agencies 
• Financial inventory (a list of 
bank and investment accounts, 
mortgages, and loans, including 
account numbers and location of 
original documents)
• First-aid kit
• Flashlight with extra batteries
• Food (canned goods and other 
nonperishable items that don’t 
require cooking)
• Masking tape, duct tape
• Medical information (list of 
your medications, any chronic 
conditions, and medical history)
• Medications (three-day supply 
of all daily medications—be sure to 
check expiration dates periodically)
• Paper towels, toilet paper, and 
sanitary products
• Pet supplies and carrier (include 
food, water, leashes, records of 
shots)
• Plastic sheeting
• Radio (battery-operated) with 
extra batteries
• Scissors
• Sleeping bags or blankets (one 
per person)
• Toiletries (soap, toothpaste and 
toothbrush, etc.)
• Tools (can opener, knife, pliers; 
a Swiss Army Knife may suf• ce)
• Trash bags
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From the Finance 
Department
2008 B UDGET :
 $367,395

2008 I NCOME  THROUGH  
SEPTEMBER  30:  
 $225,681
2008 E XPENSES  
THROUGH  SEPTEMBER  30:  
 $257,399

Decorating for 
Advent and 
Christmas

Advent begins early this year, so we 
are planning to decorate the Sanctuary, 
Fellowship Hall and Northwest Room 
immediately following the worship 
service on Sunday, Nov. 23. There will 
be people in each area to guide you in 
knowing what to do. Please plan to spend 
about an hour and a half in decorating. 
A light lunch, with a small charge, will 
be served afterwards. It will be helpful if 
you sign up ahead of time for lunch and 
you can do that in the Fellowship Hall 
on the two Sundays before. Many hands 
make light, and fun, work so please plan 
to lend your hands in help!
—Cheryl Stock

Christmas on a Global Scale
After witnessing on television the disasters our world has experienced this past 

year – both natural and man-made, we cannot deny the riches that you and I live 
with every day. I want us to think a bit more about this abundance and how we can 
make an impact on the lives of others.

We have had an Alternative Christmas Sale at Lake Burien for many, many 
years. It started out, at least in my memory, with items from “A Greater Gift” which 
is a program of SERVV International. This organization provides opportunities for 
individual artisans to sell their crafts and be paid a fair wage allowing them to be 
productive members of their community, to earn a living that might otherwise be 
denied to them.

Over the years, we have added other items to our sale – Through PalCraft Aid, 
Liz Knott, a retired Presbyterian pastor and former executive of our Synod has 
brought hand crafted works of art from Palestine, beautiful olive wood carvings and 
their lovely needlework, like the vests you’ve seen some of us wearing. The money 
from the sale of these items may be the only income their makers receive.

We also have dried goods packaged to use by just adding water – “Disciple 
Bean Soup,” “Benevolent Brownies,” the “Cornbread of Life,” and more. These 
come to us from Christ Kitchen in Spokane where the women preparing them are 
learning basic job skills so they can " nd employment. And they are sharing Bible 
study together as they grow.

Our “wooden toy” this year will be a kaleidoscope created by Tom Duncan and 
the Outriggers. The money raised through this sale will go to one of our mission 
partners.

Fair trade coffee and Palestinian olive oil also will be available for the sale which 
will be Sunday Nov. 30 and Dec. 7 right after worship in Fellowship Hall.

Serving these organizations by purchasing products or making a " nancial 
contribution to help give someone their basic physical needs is just one aspect of 
our Alternative Christmas Sale. When you give this kind of gift to your grandchild, 
your son or daughter or to a friend, you are helping them to understand that 
Christmas is not about how many things we get. It is not about the commercialism 
in which we seem to swim. Instead, you are teaching them about love and caring 
and relationships and about all the things that really matter in this world. And after 
all, that’s what Christmas is really about. 
—Cathy Gunstone

Christmas Music and Memories 2008
The Presbyterian Women of LBPC invite all women to our Christmas Coffee on Dec. 13 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. We will celebrate the season of Advent through Christmas music, scriptures and the sharing of memories 
of Christmas past. We even will hear from the “innkeeper’s wife” and “Mary, the mother of Jesus.” 

A presentation on Three Cups of Tea will accompany our fellowship time over coffee, tea and Christmas cookies. Jan 
Klerekoper will share her musical gifts on the piano and lead us in Christmas carol singing. Several other musicians also 
will share their talents. 

As we prepare for Christ’s birth during Advent, we will collect an offering to bene" t our homeless shelter for women, 
Hospitality House. Our LBPC Quilters have two twin-size quilts to sell for $100 each. These quilt tops were lovingly pieced 
by hand by Hular Riess, a longtime quilter, who has moved to Lakewood. She is hopeful that the money raised will go to 
the mission budget of our Presbyterian Women. 

Admission to the Christmas coffee is $2 and two dozen cookies. The tickets will go on sale for $2 each in the Fellowship 
Hall on Nov. 23, 30 and Dec. 7. Please contact Gail Lane or Lucille Wheeler if you can help or if you have questions. 
—Gail Lane
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November 2
31st Sunday in Ord. Time
Joshua 3:7-17
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
Matthew 23:1-12

November 9
32nd Sunday in Ord. Time
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Psalm 78:1-7
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

November 16
33rd Sunday in Ord. Time
Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

November 23
Christ the King/Reign of Christ 
Ezekiel 34:11-16. 20-24
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

November 30
First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

Remember in prayer: 1) Bob Allen, 
Emma Hall, Edith Meyers; 2) Irene Kappel, 
Michael and Jennifer McRae; 3) Karen and 
Jeff Mortimer; 4) Nick, Deane Burnside, 
Jim Carpenter, Dominic Case, Leanne 
Durham, Sharon Herman, Arthur Hess, 
Barbara Hodel, Betty Krogstadt, Kevin 
O’Boyle, Gerry Oas, Cheryl Stock, Ben 
Towne, the youth of  LBPC and New 
Horizons, Boy Scout Troop 360, 
residents of Hospitality House, and our 
military troops everywhere.
And our homebound: Mary Giboney, 
Betty Hamilton, Grace Haynes, Joyce 
Kobela, Ike Nelson, Venice Stampalia, 
Virginia Vaupel, Doris Wright.


